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FOREWORD

The River Bann shaped Portadown for centuries as
transportation and trade led to Portadown becoming an
important industrial centre during the 19th century. 

As its commercial importance diminished, the recreation
value of the river increased. 

Today, water quality and environmental problems have led to
a decline in use and a criticism that ‘Portadown has turned
its back on the Bann’ 

This document sets out what is needed to redress the years
of neglect so that the River Bann becomes an important
resource once again for the entire community.
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The Vision

‘The Portadown stretch of the River
Bann  will be an inviting, safe and
inclusive riverside location providing
wide public appeal through a broad
range of appropriate recreational and
leisure activities. The high quality
natural amenity value of the area will
be protected and sensitively
enhanced.’  
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Rationale

The Action Plan 2007-08 is essential to provide
direction for the Group reflecting both its short
and long term aspirations.  The initial focus is
to deliver short term ‘wins’ which provide early
critical momentum and encourage local
engagement while planning for long term
infrastructure investment.

The Action Plan 2007-08 is informed by the
Craigavon Area Plan 2010, the Portadown
Development Framework and the River Bann
appraisal carried out by Scott Wilson Planning
Consultants in 2006.

Introduction

The River Bann Action Group Action Plan sets
out to direct the Group’s activities and provide
a focus for other key stakeholders.

This document outlines a series of initiatives
which will be delivered over the next 24
months although the focus is on 2007-08.

Portadown’s River Bann frontage extends 
from Portadown Rowing Club to Hoy’s
Meadow, a distance of around 1000 metres.
Some initiatives extend beyond this general
boundary and are included within the Action
Plan reflecting either an operational reality
and/or their strategic significance.

Individual initiatives within the Action Plan are
not mutually exclusive but integrate effectively
to create a cohesive regeneration plan for this
critical town section of the River Bann.

Craigavon Borough Council will lead the
partnership initiative facilitated by Portadown
2000. The Group will also seek to both engage
and network with other key river regeneration
agencies and interests who have the
experience, expertise and resources to assist 
in delivering the Action Plan.


